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Opening Line Starter
Pick a way in.

Use only facts you can check and stories that are yours. An opening should take well under a minute.

1 A question
Ask something your listener can answer in their head. A real question, not a trick.

2 A short story
A moment that actually happened to you or someone you know. A few sentences, linked to
your point.

3 A fact you can source
One true, checkable fact that makes your listener look again. Name the source if you can.

4 A bold statement
A clear claim you are ready to defend. One you can back up in the next two minutes.

5 A scene
Put your listener in a moment. Use what they can see, hear or feel, then bring them back to
your point.

6 Speak to them directly
Name the person in front of you and what they came for. Say what you will give them.

Write your opening

At a steady 130 words a minute, 100 words takes about 46 seconds.
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